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Your brother is the one who solaces you during the time of hardship. 
Be good to the abuser and you gain the upper hand over him. 
Minds are mostly subdued by the glitter of ambitions. 
Discipline your children, you will thus benefit them. 
One's good conduct is better than his gold. 
Through kindness are the free enslaved. 
Quickly do goodness so you may gain happiness. 
A lifetime's bliss is in good deeds. 
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One's affliction stems from his tongue. 
Wealth is blessed when zakat is paid. 
Augur well, you will gain goodness. 
When hands crowd at food, they bless it. 

One's humbleness honors him. 

.4^ ill J* &± 

Rely on Allah, and He will suffice you. 

Creed cracks when scholars die. 

Justice firms governance. 
Safety's outfit never wears out. 
The rewards of the hereafter are better than this world's felicity. 
Speech's goodness lies in its brevity. 
Keep the poor company and you will be appreciated more. 

^^^^^ ^^J^^i ^^k^^^ 

One who keeps good folks company wins goodness. 



The companion of evil ones is a devil. 
Good manners are (as good as) a gain. 
One's career is his treasure. 
One's clemency is his helper. 
Men's embellishments are good manners. 

.jaij) ^Jc djAutj (j^ <—ila *nVt jj^ 

The best companion is the one who assists you in doing what is good. 

,l££S JjJjIl ft-uJl jja. 

The best women are those who are affectionate and who give birth. 

One's close friend indicates the extent of his reasoning. 

.JUjJI Ail Jl jjVl ^jJ 
Lowly men's authority is (good) men's lesion. 

Continue to suppress your anger and your outcomes will be praiseworthy. 

Heart's medicine is accepting (every Divine) decree. 

One humiliates himself with greed, gains dignity with contentment. 

One's articulate speech is his capital. 

Remembering death cleanses the heart. 
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Living in prosperity is living in security. 
One's bosom companion indicates one's rationality. 
Look after your father, your son will look after you. 
Anticipation may lead to deprivation. 
Inner goodness is better than outer goodness. 
Visiting the weak manifests humbleness. 

.41 <U1 j£j jJS 9.ja1\ j j 

Visit one according to the extent of his regards for you. 

.flfiiJl <» jilt SjLu 

Folk's masters are the faqihs. 

.l^is o-a!^ V JjlaJl f ju 

Bad manners form loneliness from which there is no escape. 

Cfi- Lf& »J*" 

One's conduct indicates his innermost. 

Happy is one who derives admonishment from others. 
The condition for gaining (people's) companionship is to abandon affectation. 
Recitation of the Qur'an heals one's body. 
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The most evil of all people is the one who is avoided, on account of his evil, by 

all people. 

One's goodness lies in safeguarding his tongue. 

If you maintain ties with your kinsfolk, the number of your supporters will 

increase. 

Piety reforms creed, its damage stems from greed. 
The heart's enlightenment results from consuming what is lawful. 

.JoJl JJJ.US Aui uiliSt Jj^»<a 

A strait heart is harder than a strait hand. 
Tongue's strokes are harsher than lances' stabs. 

.uiAilt tjJJa ^ji i-jJVI ulla 

Pursuit of manners is better than persuit of gold. 
Congratulations to whoever is blessed with good health. 

One who plays less lives more. 
Kings' oppression is easier to do than spoiling subjects. 

.?UIl Ua iii JUIl Ua 

Thirsting for money is tougher than thirsting for water. 
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An oppressed man's injustice shall never be lost. 

.\]t>\ \ 4j&\£. 

Oppression's outcome is calamitous. 
A rational foe is better than an ignorant friend. 

High aspiration is a sign of deep conviction. 

Jj£ £a Sj^^t Jjfr 

A slave of his (illicit) desire is more servile than a bondman. 

One who leads you to abuse betrays you. 

. JJaUlU dUia J (> d2£ 

One who pleases you with falsehood cheats you. 

A true believer's gain is finding wisdom. 
A man's pride in distinction is better than that in origin. 

^ ■ " a * jut £yi ^lui £y» JlS 

One who is safe from his own evil wins. 
A thing's branch tells of its root. 

,4 '■ aaj La f jaJI ^-4j2 

One's worth lies in what he does the best. 
Saying what is right is an indication of one's creed. 
Satiation grows a harsh heart. 



A fool's heart hides behind his tongue. 

.flaJl ^ fUl JLa£ 

Clemency is the perfection of knowledge. 

.Ajut jliifrVl J jail JLa£ 

Generosity's perfection adds an apology. 
Agreeing too often is hypocrisy, disputing too much is disunity. 
The power of knowledge never disappears. 
Leniency of speech is tied to hearts. 
An envious person never finds rest. 
A rational man's tongue is behind his heart. 

,4_uxj La <Uju V La ulL />a 

One who seeks what does not concern him misses what does concern him. 
Sweet speech wins many friends. 

,<Lu£j jJ3 lJjC f j>at tillA La 

One who knows his worth never perishes. 

,4iLuaCt di jjS 9JjC (> 

One whose stem is lean has many branches. 

.ftPAil jU (> iut Aljil\ jU 

The fire of separation is harsher than the fire of Hell. 
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A believer's noor (celestial light) stems from standing for the night prayers. 

One's hypocrisy humiliates him. 

A happy person's concern is his Hereafter, that of a wretch is his (temporal) 

world. 

One's perdition lies in conceit. 
Far away is a piece of advice that comes from a foe. 
The burden of a benefactor's charity weighs heavier than its reward. 

.JljjJI (3**Sfl AjVj 

A fool's authority swiftly vanishes. 
Woe unto one whose manners are bad! 
There is no honor greater than Islam. 
There is no ailment more wearisome than little rationality. 

. Jixlt 4jS ^^iuat (jia V 

There is no sickness more wearisome than little reasoning. 
No right results from abandoning consultation. 
One wins mastership over his people by being benevolent to them. 
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The day of justice is harder on the unjust one than the day when he oppressed. 

This much concludes our selection of the statements of Imam Ali ibn Abu Talib 
rfeSL. We praise Allah, the Glorified One, Who enabled us to gather the scattered 
utterances from various areas and bring them together from different places, text 
materials that have been far from our reach. We have no ability save through 
Allah. In Him do we trust, and He is Sufficient for us. He is the best Supporter. 

May Allah bless our master Muhammed jH, the last of the prophets and the one 
who guided us towards the best path, and bless his virtuous descendants and 
companions who are the stars of conviction. 




Below are some front covers of different editions of this great book, Nahjul- 
Balagha, in Arabic and English: 
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Clock Tower over looking the Ka'ba, Mecca, Hijaz (Saudi Arabia) 
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